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Description of New Species of Murex and Conus

from Arafura Sea

Tokio SHIKAMA

(Geological Institute, Yokohama National University)
(Ml Plate 3)
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In 1963 the writer gained two interesting shells labelled Conus (Rhizo-
conus) capitaneus Linné and Murex (Haustellum) haustellum Linné re-
spectively which were brought by pearl shell divers from Arafura Sea.
However, they have some different features from the species of labelled
names and aré described on the following lines.

Here the writer extends his sincere thanks to Dr. A.]J. Kohn and Dr.
T. Habe for their valuable suggestions and kind helps during his study.
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Muvex (Haustellum) kurodai sp. nov. Pl 3, figs. 1, 2.
1963 Murex (Haustellum) sp., Shikama et Horikosi. Selected
Shells World, 1, p.72, pl. 56, fig. 8.

Shell is medium sized, measuring 98 mm high and 36.6 mm wide, closely
allied to the real form of M. (H.) haustellum in general aspects, but thinner
and paler in color. The spire is low conic with stepped sides and the body
whorl is very large and strongly globose with a very long straight siphonal
canal, on which a distinct horn-shaped spine at a distance down from the
aperture and several spines are set. The earlier 3 whorls are weaklier cancel-
lated than M. (H.) haustellum, and three succeeding whorls are divided into
three equal parts by three strong varices and have six nodulous spiral cords
on the body whorl and three ones on the other whorls, forming short spines
on the shoulder of each varix and distinct nodules at the crossing points
of them. Moreover three or four nodules between each two varices are
formed. The suture is distinctly canaliculated. The coloring is pale rosy
brown mottled with light violetish brown blotches on the varices alternated
with white ones and on the nodules between varices, lacking entirely
blackish brown spiral lines seen in M. (H.) haustellum. The aperture is
circular, white, not painted rosy red within. The posterior sinus is small
and short, while the anterior canal is long and narrow, touching to the distal
end with a linear slit. The aperture of this type specimen measures 21.5
mm in height and 16.5mm in width.

Remarks: The specific name is dedicated to Dr. Kuroda cn his 77th
birthday. This new species differs from M. (H.) haustellum from the
Philippines and Japan by the following characters;

(1) blackish brown spiral lines on the whorls are absent or quite obsolete,
(2) the tubercles on the shoulder of the varices are acuter, (3) sutures are
distinctly canaliculated, (4) aperture is white, not rosy red, (5) the siphonal
canal is straight and long and armed with small spines. Moreover this is
generally smaller than M. (H.) haustellum in size. There is a small related
form from Zanzibar, East Africa having the rosy aperture on the one hand,

and having the thin shell without blackish brown spiral lines on the surface
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on the other hand, suggesting an intermediate form. The type specimen
is preserved in the writer’s collection in Geological Institute, Yokohama

National University.

Conus (Rhizoconus) melinus sp. nov. Pl 3, figs. 3—6
1963 Conus (Rhizoconus) capitaneus, Shikama et Horikosi, non
Linné. Selected Shells World, 1, p.118, pl. 96, fig. 1.

Shell is medium sized, measuring 70.8 mm high and 42.8 mm wide in
the type-specimen and 55.2mm high and 32.9mm wide in the paratype
specimen, and wide at the shoulder and tapers below (anteriorly). The
spire is low, almost flat and the apex is feebly mammillated upwards. The
body whorl is very large, occupying most of the length of shell and slightly
inflated laterally and colored light ochreous brown without any shades,
patches or minute dotted lines seen in some forms of the typical C. (R%.)
capitanens, but has two or three brown dotted lines on the upper part in
some specimens. The relatively broad cream white zones exist on the middle
and the shoulder of the body whorl. The shoulder zone with blackish brown
blotches longitudinally and rather irregularly arranged, and the middle zone
with rows of blackish brown blotches rather regularly arranged along the
both upper and lower edges with white space between them. The aperture
is narrow and long and bluish white except the light purplish anterior end.
The number of whorls is nine and has weak striations and radially scattered
chestnut brown blotches distinctly.

Remarks: The species is distinguished from the real form of C. (R%.)
capitanens from the Philippines and Japan, in having the more elongated
shell decorated with ochreous color on the body whorl, without blackish
brown dotted lines and white creamy bands sharply edged and mottled
chestnut brown blotches rather regularly arranged. This form may grow
larger than Japanese (C.) capitaneus in size. According to the photograph of
the lectotype of C. (Rh.) capitaneus stored in the Linnean Society and
received by the writer through the courtesy of Dr. Kohn (pl. 3, fig. 7), the
form of the Philippines seems to be identical with that specimen. Therefore

the form of Arafura Sea now at hand is clearly distinct from the typical
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one regarding to a new specific name. The type and paratype specimens
are deposited in the writer’s collection in Geological Institute, Yokchama

National University, and S. Hayashi’s collection respectively.

Explanation of Plate 3

Figs. 1, 2. Murex (Haustellum) kurodai sp. nov. t X4 <71 Xl.

Figs. 3, 4. Conus (Rhizoconus) melinus sp. nov. LI F 4 %€ X1.

Figs. 5, 6. Ditto. Refered specimens. 4 JF { & X1

Fig. 7. Conus (Rhizoconus) capitaneus L. Lectotype in the Linnean Society in

London (by A.J.Kohn) 54343 X1.2.
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A New Exquisite Fasciolariid Gastropod, Pseudolativus
kurodai, n. sp., Dedicated to Dr. T. Kuroda for
the Seventy-seventh Anniversary of His Birth

Takashi Oxkurant & Kin’ichi SAKURAIL

Tokai Regional Fisheries Research Laboratory; National Science Museum
(B Plate 2)
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During an investigation on bank-associated Mollusca, one of the present

authors (T. O.) found a single small Fusinus-like gastropod. It was collected
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